GLADSTONE                          IOQ
cc Kilmainham Treaty/* Parnell and his colleagues
were liberated from prison, the Coercion Acts
were to be allowed to lapse, and a new attempt
was to be made to grapple with the Irish problem.
The chief secretary resigned and his place was
taken by the Prime Minister's nephew, Lord
Frederick Cavendish, a man of immense personal
charm, whose close relationship with the Prime
Minister was to be a symbol of the new policy.
On his arrival in Ireland he was murdered in the
Phoenix Park, and all hopes of a better under-
standing ended. Even Parnell realised that for
the moment nothing could be done, and indeed
he thought of retiring from politics altogether.
Chamberlain, moreover, was much disappointed
that Cavendish and not himself had been sent
to Ireland, and the result was a widening of the
rift between the Prime Minister and his dangerous
young colleague. It is difficult to conceive a
more tragic situation, and one that contrasted
more lamentably with the great Government
record of 1868.
Gladstone might well have been crushed by this
succession of disasters, public and domestic- Yet
such was the great spirit of the man, that he
seemed to rise invigorated from defeat. His firm
intention" not to " avenge Gordon ** and add
responsibilities in the Sudan to responsibilities in
Egypt, to wash Sut blood in more blood, to avenge
massacre by massacre, was rendered possible
by Russian aggression in Afghanistan, culminating